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WELCOME TO GREENLAND 


Greenland bids her guests welcome. Greenland is an open and hospitable 
country. Everybody may enter Greenland freely - on the same conditions 
that exist for entry into Denmark. If for instance a visa is required 
to enter Denmark, a visa is also required for Greenland; this means to 
say that the Danish Act on the Entry of Aliens into Denmark also applies 
to Greenland. Foreigners must obtain a special permit if they want to 


stay in Greenland for more than three months. 


Greenland has a regular air service by SAS from Copenhagen to Narssar- 
ssuaq and Sgndre Strgmfjord'.. Kulusuk (near Angmagssalik) is serviced 
from Reykjavik and Sgndre Strgmfjord. Godthab/Nuuk is serviced by Grgn- 
landsfly (Greenlandair) from Frobisher (Baffin Island), Narssarssuaq 
and Sgndre Str@gmfjord. Grgnlandsfly is also servicing the majority of 
the other Greenlandic towns with helicopters. KGH (The Royal Greenland 
Trade Department) is maintaining a regular passenger service by ships 
between most of the towns and settlements. These are not connected by 


roads! 


Greenland is a part of the Arctic and all travellers who leave habitated 
areas must be aware of the fact that the weather may change in the course 
of very short time and often without any warning. Reduced visibility 
owing to fog or drifting snow may render further advance impossible, and 
the combination of low temperature and stormy weather may have catastro- 


phic consequences. 


ORDER ON TRAVELS TO AND IN GREENLAND 


The Ministry for Greenland's “Order on travels to and in Greenland" 
(nr. 226 of 21 May 1976) is setting the detailed conditions for travels 
to and in Greenland for Danes and for foreigners. The following condi- 


tions should be noticed: 


Restricted entry to the Danish-American defence areas (Thule Air Base 
and Séndre Strgmfjord) 

Staying in the defence areas requires a special permit. Danish subjects 
must apply to the Ministry for Greenland. Foreigners must apply to the 
United States embassy in their native country. For ordinary transit in 


Sgndre Strgmfjord no special permit is required. 


Entry to Danish military areas 


requires a special permit from the pertinent military authority. 


Scientific research 


must be notified to the Ministry for Greenland. - This little leaflet 
deals primarily with the conditions and regulations applying to 


scientific field research in Greenland - see below (page 4 ). 


Sporting and mountaineering expeditions 


- i.e. mountain and glacier climbing, crossing the ice cap etc. - must 
also be notified to the Ministry for Greenland. A special form: "Ekspe- 
ditionsansggning/Questionnaire on Mountaineering" is to be used. It is 


supplied on request. 


Refusal of approval of certain research activities and expeditions 


If the venture in question is deemed to involve an obvious risk or to 
violate the rights of the State or any third party the Ministry for 


Greenland may refuse its approval. 


Collection of scientific samples 


Special regulations are in force in connection with the collection of 


scientific samples. See below (page 9 ). 


EXECUTIVE ORDER ON THE NATIONAL PARK 


The world's biggest national park is to be found in northern and eastern 
Greenland (see map page 12). The regulations governing public access to 
the National Park are laid down in Executive Order on the National Park 
(25 June 1976 as maintained by Landstingslov of 12 November 1980 on 
nature conservation in Greenland). The following regulations should be 
emphasized here: 


Access to the National Park 
The National Park is accessible only to the following: 


1. Residents of the municipalities of Thule and Scoresbysund, provided 
they are closely connected with the Greenland society 


2. Persons acting on behalf of public authorities or employed in sta- 
tion areas 


3. Persons who have received special admission from the Ministry for 
Greenland and the Home Rule Authorities (upon recommendation from 
the National Park Board) to carry out expeditions in the National 
Park 


Visits to and activities in the National Park 


As one of the major purposes of establishing the National Park is to 
preserve the natural state of the territory and to secure the possi- 
bility of scientific research, a number of regulations have been laid 
down prohibiting the disturbance of the life of mammals and birds. - 
Persons who want to apply for admission to the National Park are re- 
ferred to the above-mentioned Executive Order which is supplied on re- 


quest. 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH | 


OBLIGATION TO NOTIFY (ALL RESEARCH) 


Obligation No scientific research - neither Danish nor foreign - may take place 

to notify in Greenland if it has been prohibited by the Ministry for Greenland. 
For this reason scientists planning research are under obligation to 
file a notification. Research projects involving U.S. citizens must be 
submitted according to a special procedure, where the project proposals 
are presented jointly by the U.S. State Department to the Danish autho- 


rities. 


Notification must take place on a special form: "Application Form for 


Scientific Research in Greenland" which is supplied on request from 


The Commission for Scientific Research in Greenland 
@ster Voldgade 10, tr. G, st. 
DK-1350 Copenhagen K 


The Commission assists, furthermore, with advice on scientific research. 
It endeavours to coordinate the various research activities and to en- 
sure as free and satisfactory conditions for the Greenland research as 


All possible - for the benefit of Greenland and the Greenlandic society. 


HGS The obligation to notify the Ministry and the Commission applies to all 


Sctsvsties scientific research. 

must be 

notified From this regulation there is, however, the following exception: 

The All archaeological research must be notified to Grgnlands Lands- 
Greenland museum, Godthab/Nuuk, which recommends to the Home Rule authori- 
Landsmuseum ties whether research of the said nature can be approved of or 


not. “Archaeological research" comprises all research, which is 
affected by the Landstingslov of 15 October 1980 concerning the 
preservation of in situ relics and buildings. It also comprises 


research in Greenland of culture historical topics. Thus requests 


to carry out ethnological research (with interviews) must be 


placed before the Landsmuseum. 


In case that research projects of the said nature are placed 
before the Ministry for Greenland or the Commission for Scienti- 
fic Research in Greenland, such projects will be forwarded to 


the Landsmuseum for consideration. 


THE APPLICATION FORM 


The application must a.o. contain full information about: 


1. The scientific aspects of the research activity: Scientific 
1) The scientific purpose of the project information 


2) Particulars about the responsible leader 

3) Scientific institution(s) backing the project 

4) Is cooperation established with Danish scientists and/or Danish 
scientific institutions? 

5) Samples to be collected? 


2. Operational and field ascpects of the research activity Operational 
1) Project period information 


2) Area(s) to be visited 
3) Means of travel to, in and from Greenland 
4) Is local assistance required? 


5) Complete list of participants in the field work 


Furthermore the application form lists specific conditions in case 
that the use of firearms and radio transmitters is wanted or fish- 
ing or shooting is to be undertaken. In case that waste areas are 


to be visited special safety measures may be requested. 


DEADLINES FOR APPLICATIONS 


Scientists are requested to submit their application - by filling in Apply as 
the application form - well in advance of the commencement of the field early as 
work. The evaluation of the scientific as well as of the operational possible 
aspects of a research project is bound to take some time and an early 

application also enhances the possibility of establishing coordination 

between related projects, of obtaining advice from Danish specialists 

etc. The official deadline is only four weeks but such a short period 

is in most cases totally inappropriate to ensure an adequate handling 


of the application. 


The 
National 
Park 


The use of 
own or 
chartered 


aircrafts 


Balloons 


and rockets 


Scientific 


conditions 


Application for expeditions to the National Park (northern and eastern 
Greenland) must be filed with the Ministry or the Commission not later 
than at the end of January of the year where the expedition is to take 
place. The Commission will present the project to the National Park 
Board, that will in turn submit the application to the Home Rule Autho- 
rities who hold the right to grant admission to the National Park. 


In case of the expedition wanting to use its own or chartered aeroplanes 
helicopters the regulations and time-limits contained in the "Aero- 
nautical Information Publication” (AIP) Greenland and Faroe Islands, 
issued by the Danish Civil Aviation Authorities, Copenhagen, must be 
adhered to. 


If the research activity involves the use of apparatus to be send up 

with balloons of launched with rockets a special NOTAM formula is to 

be filled in. It can be supplied from the Commission on request. It is 
to be attached to the application form and the Ministry for Greenland 
will place it before the Danish Civil Aviation Authorities. 


APPROVAL OF RESEARCH PROJECTS 


Once the Commission has evaluated the scientific aspects of the project 
it is for the Ministry to decide whether to refuse its approval of the 


venture or not. In almost all the cases approval is granted. 


The approval may be granted on a.o. the following conditions: 


1. Scientific conditions 

1) A preliminary report on the field activities must be submitted 
to the Commission not later than three months after the con- 
clusion of the visit to Greenland. 

2) The papers and dissertations that result from the research acti- 
vities must be submitted in three copies to the Commission. 

3) If deemed necessary by the Commission the project leader must 
undertake to make the scientific result of the expedition avail- 
able to the scientific world prior to a date to be agreed upon 
with the Commission. 

4) It may be made a condition that specimens of the scientific 
samples collected in Greenland are delivered to Danish scienti- 
fic institutions. 

5) It may be a condition that the expedition is obliged to coope- 
rate with other - Danish or foreign - expeditions working in the 
same field. 


6) It may be a condition that Danish/Greenlandic scientists or 


students participate in the field work at the expense of the 


expedition. 
2. Operational conditions Operational 
1) Full compliance with all general and local rules, regulations conditions 
conservancy rules, bye-laws etc. - see below (page 8g ). 


2) Entry into Greenland to take place through specified routes. 

3) Time of departure from Greenland, change of route and cancella- 
tion of the venture to be notified immediately. 

4) Full responsibility for any injury and personal damage to private 
or governmental property in Greenland and for any other conse- 
quences in Greenland land and sea territory caused by the imple- 
mentation of the project. 

5) A copy of the Ministry for Greenland's letter of approval must 
be carried by each of the field parties of the expedition so that 
it can be produced on request from any local authorities (munici- 
pality, police etc.) encountered during the stay in Greenland. 

6) It may be a condition that the expedition produces an insurance 
policy or a bank guarantee to cover any expenses defrayed by the 
Danish authorities in connection with search and rescue opera- 


tions, if any, initiated to assist the expedition. 


SPECIFIC RESEARCH PROJECTS 


For various categories of research projects special rules and regula- 
tions are in force but also in such cases the Ministry for Greenland is 


granting its approval, based on the Commission's evaluation. 


Medical research projects are often involving the population in a way 
which necessitates an ethical evaluation in accordance with the Helsinki 
Declaration II from 1975. Here the Commission makes its ethical and pro- 
fessional evaluation and then it submits the project proposal to the 
Danish National Health Service as well as to the Greenland Health Board 
in Godthab/Nuuk. Both bodies have the right to veto the project. The 
Greenland Health Board will evaluate the desirability and feasibility 

of the project and it will inform the local authorities and the local 
health service. - These guidelines also apply to projects within dent- 
istry, pharmacy, toxicology and anthropology. Furthermore, research pro- 
jects within other sciences, such as sociology, may also contain humane- 
biological elements that may - if occasion should arise - set the said 


provisions in force. 


in situ 
relics 
and old 
buildings 


Geological projects. According to the Greenland Mining Law (law dated 
29 November 1978 on mineral resources) a number of companies have been 
granted prospecting licenses, exploration and exploitation concessions 
in various areas where other kinds of geological activity may, there- 
fore, not be allowed to take place or where specific conditions for 
such activity may be laid down. The same may be the case in areas where 


the Greenland Geological Survey is carrying out field work. 


Social sciences. In cases where projects within this discipline involve 
ethnological work (with interviews) the project is to be approved of by 
the Home Rule authorities to which it is submitted by the Grgnlands 
Landsmuseum. Furthermore the, Commission will submit all social scienti- 
fic research projects to the special Greenland Research Subcommittee 

of the Danish Social Sciences Research Council for consideration and 


evaluation. 


The Ministry for Greenland may, furthermore, lay down such other regula- 


tions as may be considered expedient. 


THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES 


Once the Ministry for Greenland's approval is granted all the pertinent 
authorities in Greenland are informed accordingly - including the muni- 
cipalities and the local police. They have the right to see the copy of 
the Ministry's letter of approval that each field party must carry, 
they can supply information on local conservancy rules, bye-laws etc., 
and their advice can be asked in case of the field parties encountering 
problems locally. 


In the towns in Greenland supplies can be purchased from KGH (The Royal 
Greenland Trade Department) and the local stores. The towns offer medi- 
cal services as well as postal, telephone and telegraph service. In the 
smaller settlements and in inhabitated areas the travellers must be pre- 
pared to be fully self supporting. 


PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION REGULATIONS 


Preservation and conservation regulations may comprise either the whole 


country or smaller areas or localities. 


The most important preservation rules are found in section 1 in Lands- 
tingslov (law passed by the Greenland Assembly) No. 5/1980 of the 16th 
October 1980 concerning the preservation of in situ relics and build- 


ings reading as follows (in unauthorized translation) :- 


"In situ relics visible in the landscape, such as ruins, settle- 
ments, kitchen middens, graves, and stone structures are pro- 
tected and must not be damaged, altered or moved in whole or in 
part. Likewise, it is forbidden to build, dig, plough, Vight 
fires, pitch tents, or dump refuse in, or on, such ancient re- 


lics. 


Subsection 2. The rules concerning in situ ancient relics shall 
not apply to constructions dating from the period after the year 


1900, buildings being in use, and cairns. 


Subsection 3. Upon recommendation obtained from the Grgnlands 
Landsmuseum the member of Landsstyret (The Greenland Executive) 
for culture and education holds the authority to make exemptions 


from the regulations in subsection 1." 


In addition to the preservation of the National Park in northern and Local con- 
eastern Greenland preservation regulations have been laid down for a servation 
large area in the Melville Bay (see map on page 12). Furthermore the regulations 


Home Rule Authorities who are responsible for the enforcement of con- 
servancy regulations have made possible a number of local landscape 
conservations as well as rules for preservation of plants, flowers and 
animals. As examples may be mentioned @sterlien and the other warm 
springs at Disko, the Brendevinssker off Godhavn, the salt lakes in the 
Sgndre Strgmfjord area, the Qingua valley near Nanortalik and Bukse- 


fjorden. 


It is strongly recommended that visitors procure information locally on 
conservancy regulations in force in that area so that the field research 


does not result in violation of the rules. 


The nature of the Arctic is very easily affected by pollution and dump- 
ing of refuse is prohibited - so is any other kind of pollution. Air 
drops to expeditions are only permitted in cases where supplies cannot 
be conveyed in any other way. If fuel is to be airdropped it must be 
carried in rubber containers that are removed from the area at the con- 
clusion of the expedition. In the National Park air drops are normally 
not allowed at all. 


COLLECTION OF SAMPLES 


There is a number of specific regulations concerning the collection of 
scientific samples - in addition to such regulations which appear in 


the general and local conservation and preservation rules. 
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Geological samples may only be collected to the extent stated in the 
Ministry for Greenland's letter of approval of the research project. 

- Apart from companies having been granted prospecting, exploration 
and/or exploitation rights according to the mining law only the local, 
resident population is allowed to collect and extract mineral resources, 


including precious and semiprecious stones. 


Discovery of meteorites is to be reported to the Geological Museum in 


Copenhagen to which the meteorites must be handed over. 


Archaeological findings (including subfossile drift-wood found in beach 
walls) must not be moved but shall be reported as soon as possible to 
Grgnlands Landsmuseum in Godthab/Nuuk. 


Rare plants are not to be dug up unless permission to do so has been 
granted by the Greenland Botanical Survey. Such permission may be ob- 


tained on application to the Ministry for Greenland or the Commission. 


Medical and similar humane-biological samples may only be taken and 
collected to the extent that such sampling is part of a medical research 


project which has been approved of according to the regulations laid 


down for such projects (see above "Specific research projects" on page 7) 


Collection of eggs and shooting of birds and mammals for scientific 
purposes may only take place provided that such permission is contained 


in the Ministry's letter of approval. Conservation rules must be adhered 
to. 


Reindeer antlers are not to be collected by expeditions whose scienti- 
fic purpose does not refer to reindeer. The local population is only 
allowed to collect antlers during the shooting season (10 August - 28 
September). 


Collection of other samples than those listed above is not automatically 
allowed. In case of doubt ask for advice locally. 


OTHER REGULATIONS 


It is a provision for shooting and fishing taking place that permission 
is expressly granted by the local police and that shooting and/or fish- 
ing licence has been obtained. The general hunting and shooting seasons 
must, Of course, be strictly adhered to. 


1 


Firearms may only be brought into Greenland for ordinary shooting, pro- Firearms 
vided that a firearm licence issued in the home country is produced and 

that the Danish Ministry of Justice has given its permission for the 

firearms to be transported via Denmark with a view to entry into Green- 

land. Furthermore an application to bring along firearms must be filed 

with the Chief of Police in Greenland, Godthdab/Nuuk. 


It is a provision for the use of radio equipment that a permission has Radio 
been obtained from the Greenland Technical Organization, Department for equipment 


Telecommunication, in Copenhagen. 


Foreign expeditions who forward equipment etc. to Greenland via the Customs 


shipping department of KGH (Royal Greenland Trade Department) in Aal- regulations 


borg, Jutland, may obtain exemption from Danish duties by approaching 
the said department. 


In all cases of doubt individuals or institutions wanting to carry out General 
scientific research in Greenland are welcome to approach the Commission guidance 


for Scientific Research in Greenland for advice and guidance. 


This leaflet has been prepared in April 1982 by the secretariat of 


The Commission for Scientific Research in Greenland 
@ster Voldgade 10 
DK-1350 Copenhagen K 


The Commission for Scientific Research in Greenland was set up in 1878 
and is a permanent commission, that has been reorganized a number of 
times. The last reorganization took place in 1975. Members of the Com- 
mission are representatives of the various Danish State Research Coun- 
cils, of the Home Rule Authorities, the Ministry for Greenland, The 
Geological Survey of Greenland (GGU) and the Greenland Fisheries In- 
vestigations. -Its tasks are the following: Drawing up of priorities 

for the distribution of government funds allocated to Greenland research, 
coordinating Danish and foreign-research activities in Greenland, acting 
as instigator to new research projects, advising Danish authorities on 
research questions concerning Greenland and disseminating information 
about research activities in Greenland. The Commission publishes "Medde- 
lelser om Grgnland", divided in "Bioscience", "Geoscience" and "Man & 
Society", containing dissertations covering all fields of research in 
Greenland. It also publishes a Danish/Greenlandic magazine “Forskning i 
Grgénland/tusaut" (Research in Greenland) as well as a NEWSLETTER in 
English. 
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THE NATIONAL PARK IN NORTHERN AND EASTERN GREENLAND 


The southern boundary of the National Park has been fixed as a line 
from Cape Biot (the point north of Fleming's Fiord about 10 km 
south of 72° northern latitude)westwards across the mountain ridge 
and then along the eastern side of the Stauning Alps to, and along, 
the northern shores of the lakes called "Holger Danske's Glasses", 
westwards to the Stormy Point on the northern coast of North-west 
Fiord, from there following the northern coast of North-west Fiord 
to the island of "Maagetuen", then further across the fiord straight 
through "Renland" to the glacier north of "Rypefjord" and from 
there south of the Nunataks to the ice cap on 71 northern latitude. 
From there the boundary runs across the ice cap to Petermann's 
Glacier. 

The boundary lines are indicated on the Danish Geodetic Institute's 
meyers: F/G fay Gb, Wil Ws, 2 evevel Wil Ho Be 


